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To: Recipients of FSD Circular Letters

Dear Sirs/Madams,

FSD Circular Letter No. 3/2008
Shutdown of Fire Service Installation for
Inspection, Maintenance, Modification or Repair

This Circular Letter serves to promulgate a set of revised procedures and
measures to be observed by Registered Fire Service Installation Contractors (RFSIC)
when any fire service installation (FSI) is defective or shut down for inspection,
maintenance, modification or repair. FSD Circular Letters No. 1/99 and No. 4/99,
and paragraph 1.13 and Appendix 7 of the Code of Practice for Inspection, Testing
and Maintenance of Installations and Equipment (July 2005 Edition) are hereby
superseded by this Circular Letter.

2, FSIs are installed in premises for the protection of life and property in case
of fire. Any FSI which is defective or shut down may constitute a fire hazard within
the meaning of section 2 of the Fire Services Ordinance, Cap. 95, Laws of Hong Kong.
To prevent the occurrence of fire hazard and to ensure the efficient operation of the
FSD in the event of outbreak of fire or other calamity, it is necessary that the Director
of Fire Services (hereafter called the Director) be given prior/prompt notification of
the shutdown or defect(s) of any FSI so that the Director may formulate appropriate
contingency plan and advise the owners/occupiers of the premises to take additional
fire safety measures during the shutdown period, where necessary.

3. RFSICs are engaged by the FSI owners to inspect FSIs to see if they are
defective and whether they have to be shut down for work. The RFSIC is therefore
the most appropriate person to notify the Director if the FSIs are not in efficient
working order.

4, When an RFSIC is employed to repair defective FSI and the repair is
expected to be carried out overnight or for more than 24 hours continuously, the
RFSIC should notify the FSD of the defect(s) as soon as possible after the defect(s)
is/are identified literally within 24 hours.

Ref. Number and date should be quoted in reference to this letter
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